Route 12 - Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 21701 

July 1, 1979 



Marshall JEeij-in , Esq. 
36 W. 44th Street 
New York, NY 1UU36 



Dear Mr. Perlin: 



To add to what Jim Lesar wrote you relating to the FBI's plan to destroy its 
files, mostly field office files, when I first got wind of this I wrote to the 
Archives without receiving any response. Even acknowledgment. It can store 
these files and should. 



It is probable that the FBI will take the line indicated in the Washington Star 
story of June 26th reporting your suit, that it would not destroy "any 'sub- 

in ^ ormatlon "' on the phony claim that summaries remain in what was sent 
to r BIHQ, of which copies remain in field office files. 

What the FBI considers "substantive" is not what you, your clients, I or particu- 
larly professional historians and political scientists will consider important. 

f he fact is that over a period of years the FBI has been destroying such field 
office political records. I have many cases of it, all duly reported to FBIHQ. 

Awe's explanation to the Star, that the FBI must get rid of its obsolete files, 
explains nothing. This does not require destruction. The reason I wrote to the 
Archives is because I learned of a proposal to transfer to the Archives what the 
BI wants to dispose of. However, the FBI is aware that these are also the 
records that are moqt embarrassing to it, like records of its domestic intelli- 
gence operations. 



I have what I think can make you an excellent case study. It is presently beinq 
copied by a scholar who is going to use those records in a report to next year’s 
Southern Historical Association convention. Although I can ill afford it be- 
cause I believed that there would be other uses for those records, I am paying 
to have a set of duplicates made so they can be available to you. It permits 
comparison of what was destroyed with what remains in ’’summary." 



If 1 c ?" h ®;! p in y° ur efforts, as I believe is possible from my extensive experi- 
ertce with FBI and CIA files and FOIA suits to get them, you may want to bear in 
mind that, with regard to the John Kennedy and King assassinations, the Depart- 
ment of Justice has credited me with a unique expertise and has represented to 
two courts that I know and can do for the Department what it cannot qet from 
the FBI. 

I hope you will consider amending your complaint to include the other intelli- 
gence agencies, particularly the CIA. 
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Dear Mr. Perlin: 

To add to what Jim Lesar wrote you relating to the FBI's plan to destroy its 
Files, mostly field office files, when I first got wind of this I wrote to the 
Archives without receiving any response. Even acknowledgment. It can store 
these files and should. 

It is probable that the FBI will take the line indicated in the Washington Star 
story of June 26th reporting your suit, that it would not destroy "any 'sub- 

in ^ or "^ tion "' on the phony claim that summaries remain in what was sent 
to miHU, of which copies remain in field office files. 

What the FBI considers "substantive" is not what you, your clients, I or particu- 
larly professional, historians and political scientists will consider important. 

The fact is that over a period of years the FBI has been destroying such field 
office political records. I have many cases of it, all duly reported to FBIHQ. 

Awe's explanation to the Star, that the FBI must get rid of its obsolete files, 
explains nothing. This does not require destruction. The reason I wrote to the 

Archives is because I learned of a proposal to transfer to the Archives what the 

“ wants to dispose of. However, the FBI is aware that these are also the 
records that are most embarrassing to it, like records of its domestic intelli- 
gence operations. 

I have what I think can make you an excellent case study. It is' presently being 

copied by a scholar who is going to use those records in a report to next year's 

Southern Historical Association convention. Although I can ill afford it be- 
cause I believed that there would be other uses for those records, I am paying 
to have a set of duplicates made so they can be available to you. It permits 
comparison of what was destroyed with what remains in "summary." 

If I can help in your efforts, as I believe is possible from my extensive experi- 
ence with FBI and CIA files and FOIA suits to get them, you may want to bear in 
mind that, with regard to the John Kennedy and King assassinations, the Depart- 
ment of Justice has credited me with a unique expertise and has represented to 
two courts that I know and can do for the Department what it cannot get from 
the FBI. 

I hope you will consider amending your complaint to include the other intelli- 
gence agencies, particularly the CIA. 




Sincerely, 



